Solutions Table

The Common Schools
Biggest Trust,

Littlest Beneficiaries
Presentation by Brian Sims, WSSDA




Three Take Aways:

. The Condition of Schools Influences Student
Success.

. Low Trust S Leads to Poor Student Outcomes.

. The State Constitution, the Enabling Act, and
Common Law require the Common School Trust
to be Managed with Undivided Loyalty.
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Common School Trust Revenue
Is used for Constructing and
Modernizing Public Schools

So What?
Why does the condition
and design of schools matter?
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We want our kids to be healthy and
safe

We want to preserve the asset in
which the community has invested




* But, what about teaching

and learning?
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But we want all of our
teachers and all of our
students to be successful




So the barn is out
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What do we know about how school
design and school condition
influence teaching and learning?




Lighting, temperature & air quality

Flexibility and ownership of the learning
environment

Complexity and color
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Enough space, the right fixtures and sufficient
storage to support hands-on, project-based

learning.

Specialized facilities: STEM, music, art, small
groups, teacher planning, special services.

Security.




v’ First Take Away:
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Blaaa. What about
the Numbers?
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However, schools are owned, designed,

constructed, and maintained by school districts.

The state just provides a grant to
help pay for construction and modernization




The difference between the real cost of
construction and whatever the state provides
through the School Construction Assistance

Program falls on the shoulders of local
tax payers.
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Project X SHENE]
Cost Assistance
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State Match
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Where does the money come from?

Trust

State Bonds
Revenue

Capital

Local Bonds
Levy
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v Second Take Away:

Low Level of State Funding Increases
the Burdon on Local Taxpayers Leading
to Bond Failures and Inadequate Schools.




What are the Legal
Requirements

for Managing the
Common School Trust?
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1. Article IX of the State Constitution

2. Section 10 of the Enabling Act

3. Common Law
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Article IX Sec. 3 of the State Constitution
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Section 10 of the Enabling Act
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Common Law

Brian Sims - WSSDA



Article XVI Sec. 1 of State Constitution

What does this mean?

- Original language

- A populous reaction to the “robber barons”

- Can’t conflict with the Enabling Act or Article IX
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